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DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, AND CHAIRPERSONS MEETING 

MAY 26, 2007 

BRANTINGHAM GOLF CLUB 

 

President Bill Brunscheen called the meeting to order at 9:35 AM.  

 

In attendance were: Bill Brunscheen, John Nagy, Carolyn Gaylord, Randy Anderson, Dan 

Brewer, Marget Stewart Davey (for Dorothy Armstrong), Ed Cousin, Tony Dzwonkas, Tony 

LaGatta, Eric Martin, Jack McGough, David Rider, Betty Sawyer, Judy Wilson, and Ned 

Wilson. 

 

The minutes of the September 30, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made to accept 

the minutes as presented by Ed Cousin, seconded by Marget Stewart Davey. Approved. 

 

John Nagy presented the checking, savings, and CD balances. Recent purchases include signs, 

FOLA (Federation of Lake Associations) training costs, fish stocking, and mailing of the spring 

newsletters. Marget Stewart Davey made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, 

seconded by Eric Martin. Approved. 

 

TEAM REPORTS: 

 Water Quality: Ed Cousin reported that the CSLAP results continue to be highly 

favorable. The results have been fairly consistent over the last 5 years in the program. 

The 6
th

 year in the program will be started as soon as the sampling equipment is provided 

by the DEC. The fecal sampling will commence during July and August. Two problem 

locations were uncovered last year. Letters advising the owners of high fecal readings at 

their shorelines were sent and a stringent dye test was conducted at one of the sites. No 

failures occurred even though high fecal readings had occurred a week before. The owner 

accepted the fact that the location of the septic tank near the shore line made this a 

marginal system and a complete redesign of the septic system has been completed by the 

owner, who was very cooperative. There has been no feedback from the other owner. 

Contact will be made to find out if improvements have been made and additional testing 

will be done to determine if the condition still exists. 

 Invasive Plants: Judy Wilson reported that Bill Brunscheen, Dave Gaylord, Tom Gunn, 

and she attended the May 5
th

 FOLA meeting in Hamilton. The results of e-coli tracking in 

other lakes have indicated that the main sources, in order, are: 1. Water fowl; 2. Cats and 

dogs; 3. Humans; 4. Deer; and 5. Unknown sources. July 8 – 14, 2007 has been named 

Invasive Species Awareness Week. The results of the August, 2006 testing of 

Brantingham Lake yielded no findings of invasive plants. Training on invasive plants will 

be held on June 26
th

 in Speculator. Contact Judy if you are interested in attending. We 

will continue to encourage the use of phosphate-free products and native plants to hold 

the shoreline. Judy will ask for volunteers to help with the testing this year at the Spring 

Dinner meeting. 

 Boat Launch: Eric Martin reported that grant money is available for a boat cleaning 

system. He will continue to pursue the possibility of a system for Brantingham. President 

Brunscheen announced that a new sign has been erected at the boat launch, donated by 



 

May 26, 2007 Directors Meeting - Draft Page 2 
 

Eric and his brother, to warn boaters about the invasive species which threaten all lakes. 

Eric will continue to look into grants. 

 Signs: John Nagy reported that 6 signs have been purchased and most have been 

installed. The cost of the signs will increase to $18.00, due to the ban on oil-based paint 

in gallon containers.  

 Arts Council: Judy Wilson reported that the raffle tickets are ready for the August 19
th

 

drawing. 

 Government: Bill Brunscheen reported for Tom Gunn that the cell tower should be 

finished sometime in June. 

 Welcome Team: After reviewing the 1993 Welcome Plan, Ned Wilson reported that he 

has updated the folder and will email examples for review to the directors. It was 

suggested that there be a committee to greet new people at the dinner meetings. There 

was discussion regarding whether or not newcomers should be introduced at the dinner 

meeting. It was decided that they would be asked if they would like to be introduced. 

Tom Gunn will be asked to give the names of new property owners to Ned. 

 Renters Rules: Randy Anderson and David Rider have reviewed the old document and 

will meet to update it. They felt that the guidelines should apply to guests, camp owners, 

and renters. They hope to have the new guidelines completed before the Spring Dinner 

Meeting. Carolyn Gaylord will pursue lamination costs. 

 Library: Betty Sawyer thanked the Board for the $500 donation toward the cost of 

heating the Library during the winter months. Camp Aldersgate has agreed to accept 

$750 for those costs. She was informed by Michael Huber, Director of Aldersgate, that 

within the next two (2) years the building will become a residence. The Library Board 

will look into purchasing land for a new building, because they may not be eligible for 

grants if it is shared with a non-profit group. The Library’s annual report will be included 

in the newsletter mailing. 

 Walkie Talkies:  The group continues in their mission to keep Brantingham beautiful by 

picking up trash along the road and decorating the corner. 

 Aldersgate: Francis Buckingham serves on the Citizens’ Committee. 

 Fish: The cost of fish stocking is rising, due to mandatory testing for VHS (Viral 

Hemorrhagic Septicemia). Eric Martin asked if there is a program to test existing fish. No 

one was aware of any program in existence.  

 Other: John Nagy reported that the newsletters are ready for distribution. The BCA 

would like to thank George & Lee Vergilis for their assistance in printing them. Anyone 

interested in stuffing envelopes should meet on Sunday, May 27
th

, at Carolyn Gaylord’s 

house at 1:00 PM. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Water Patrol: Bill Brunscheen reported that he and Tom Gunn met with Sheriff Mike 

Tabolt to discuss the possibility of having additional patrols on the lake this summer. The 

person conducting the patrol must be a Police Officer and have training for water patrol. 

There is a bill to change the designation to Peace Officer which is going before the 

legislature. It was decided that President Brunscheen will draft a letter to be sent to the 

legislature on behalf of the BCA and that he will share a copy with Sheriff Tabolt. We 

were reminded to call the Sheriff’s Department regarding complaints so that they can 
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maintain a log of calls. President Brunscheen also mentioned that the Citizen’s Patrol is 

in need of volunteers to deal with road issues. 

 Spraying: President Brunscheen signed a contract on May 8, 2006 with Duflo for 

$1,908.50 per spray. He was informed of the many issues related to their ability to spray, 

which includes temperature, rain forecast, and wind, as well as citizens with health 

problems who need to be notified. President Brunscheen will continue to monitor the 

spraying closely. 

 Information Team: In order to increase communication among our members, President 

Brunscheen would like to use email and the internet as much as possible. Jack McGough 

is looking into our using the “Brantingham.us” domain, which he currently owns. The 

BCA thanks Robert Grant for allowing us to post information on the “Brantingham.com” 

website.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Director Resignation: District 3 Director, John Harter, has resigned, due to selling his 

property. The Nominating Committee recommended Jon Korber as his replacement until 

the Fall Dinner Meeting. Tony Dzwonkas made a motion to appoint Jon Korber as 

District 3 Director until the Fall Dinner Meeting. John Nagy seconded the motion and 

Secretary Carolyn Gaylord cast one vote. Approved. 

 DEC/DOH Training: President Bill Brunscheen reported that he went to Albany over the 

winter to develop an action plan to help us be removed from the PWL (Priorities 

Waterbodies List). Jeff Myers, Director of Water Assessment and Management for the 

N.Y.S. DEC wants to give more control to Watertown. Ann Rice will be addressing the 

septic issue at a 3-hr. training on June 29
th

, from 1:00 – 4:00 PM. Space has been 

reserved at the Library for the training, but because of space limitations an alternate site 

needs to be found. Secretary Carolyn Gaylord will check with the Brantingham Golf 

Club, Camp Aldersgate, and the 3-G Fire Department Hall. President Brunscheen 

reported that we are better than average and are on the watch list. Our biggest problem is 

in pinpointing the source of pollution. 

 Lake Management: President Brunscheen is looking for assistance in updating the plan 

to help us get off the PWL. It is hoped that Jim Murphy will help us with that plan. 

 District Gatherings: President Brunscheen is asking that the Directors consider having 

meetings within their districts to discuss topics of concern. He would be willing to attend, 

if invited. 

 Assessment and Taxes: President Brunscheen asked the Directors if there is interest in 

pursuing the assessment issues as an association. Eric Martin reported that people are 

asking him what they are getting in return for their tax dollars. Judy Wilson reminded the 

group that the BCA was initially formed to address assessments. There was discussion 

about whether a meeting should be held to review the grievance procedure. It was 

suggested that the by-laws be amended to remove the assessment clause. There was 

agreement that assessments are an individual issue. The Officers will address the by-laws 

change. 

 Spring Dinner: The Spring Dinner will be held on June 29, 2007 at the Brantingham 

Golf Course. Cocktails will be at 6:00 and dinner at 7:00 PM. 

 Fall Dinner:   The Fall Dinner will be held on August 25, 2007 at the Trailside. It will be 

a buffet. Secretary Carolyn Gaylord will work with the Trailside to determine the menu. 
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Discussion was held regarding the cost. It was decided that $17.00, including tax and tip, 

would be an appropriate cost. 

 Other:  
o Directory: John Nagy reported that George Vergillis’s secretary copies the 

Directory for the cost of the paper. We will reimburse George for the cost of the 

gift for his Secretary. 

o Golf Tournament: John Nagy reported that while we are meeting the golf 

tournament is being held for the Larry Virkler Memorial Defibrillator Fund. The 

fund has purchased several defibrillators and is now going half and half with 

private businesses. John made a motion that the BCA provide one quarter of the 

cost of one machine, which would be approximately $450, with the Brantingham 

Golf Club providing the other quarter. The defibrillator would be housed at the 

Golf Club during the summer months and possibly at the Trailside during the 

winter months. Eric Martin seconded the motion. Approved. 

o John Nagy announced that his term as Treasurer of the Brantingham Community 

Association will end in August of 2008, at which time he will step down. He is 

asking that we begin the search for his replacement. Marget Stewart Davey 

thanked John for his many years of service. 

o The next meeting of the Directors, Officers, and Chairpersons will be held on 

August 25, 2007 at 9:00 AM at the Golf Course. 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Tony LaGatta, seconded by Marget Stewart 

Davey, carried. The meeting was adjourned at 11:39 AM. 

 


